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Highlights of the NAACP

The NAACP was created on the centennial celebration of the birth of the “Great
Emancipator,” Abraham Lincoln on February 12, 1909. The atrocities committed against
colored people in the Springfield, Illinois, riot during the summer of 1908 troubled the
conscience of writer William English Walling of the Independent, a Springfield
periodical. A wealthy Southerner and Socialist, Walling was moved to challenge freedom-
loving Ameri- cans by invoking the spirit of the abolitionists who fought for social and
political equality.

The local Drew County Branch of the NAACP #6042 was established in 1984 to extend
the furtherance of the national objective. At the local branch, members endeavor to carry
out the mission, vision and objectives of the national organization and the local branch.

Our Mission

Together with more than 2 million activists across the country we work to ensure the political, 
educational, social, and economic equality of rights of all persons and to eliminate racial hatred 
and racial discrimination.

Our Vision 
Our vision is to ensure a society in which all individuals have equal rights and there is no racial 

hatred or racial discrimination.

Branch Vision

To be bold, involved and equal.

Commitment

To make our vision a reality, we will:

• Ensure the political, educational, social, and economic equality of all citizens
• Achieve equality of rights and eliminate race prejudice among the citizens of the United 
States
• Remove all barriers of racial discrimination through democratic processes
• Seek enactment and enforcement of federal, state, and local laws securing civil rights
• Inform the public of the adverse effects of racial discrimination and to seek its elimination
• Educate everyone on their constitutional rights and take all lawful action to secure the 
exercise of those rights, and to take any other lawful action in furtherance of these objectives, 
consistent with the NAACP's Articles of Incorporation and the NAACP Constitution

https://naacp.org/resources/naacp-constitution




Bessie Smith Lancelin

instilled in her a strong religious and work ethic. She was one of eight children born to this union. She received her
Bachelor’s of Arts in Sociology from the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff and her Master’s in Social Work from
the University of Arkansas at Little Rock by the age of 22. Her credentials are LCSW (Licensed Clinical Social
Worker), ACSW (Academy of Certified Social Workers) and ACADC.

Bessie presently serves on the State Board for Licensing Drug and Alcohol Abuse Counselors which is a governor
appointed position and served as a past president of that board. She also serves on the board for Interested Citizens
for Voter Registration (ICVR). She has served as president of the State CAASSP Committee (Child and Adolescent
Service System Program). She has served on numerous local, state, and national boards too numerous to mention.
Mrs. Lancelin has been recognized by the National Alliance of Businessmen for her work with the Youth Motivation
Task Force. She was recognized for being an Outstanding Young Women of America on three occasions. Mrs.
Lancelin is a past president of the Pine Bluff Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. She has been active
in Delta for over 40 years and was recognized by her sorority when she received a Visionary Award. She has also been
recognized by Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. by receiving their Community Service Award and received the honor of
being a 2019 Outstanding Community Jewel by Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

She is the first African American female to become the Director of a federally funded alcohol treatment center in
Arkansas. She is a graduate of Leadership Pine Bluff and is the first to serve as chair of the Southeast Arkansas Region
for Arkansas Gospel Music Heritage Month. She was recognized by the State Gospel Music Committee as a Living
Legend in Arkansas. Mrs. Lancelin enjoys working with gospel choirs and as a result of that has directed and/or
organized choirs for national recording stars such as Rance Allen, Shirley Ceasar, Dorothy Norwood, and Beverly
Crawford in Arkansas.

Mrs. Lancelin is the recent widow to Gregory Lancelin. She is the proud mother of two amazing daughters,
Deaquanita Lancelin & Nia Lancelin Brantly (Brooks). She’s the proud grandmother of an adorable granddaughter,
Amanze. She is a member of First Missionary Baptist Church where she directs the adult and youth choirs. She also
serves on the Deaconess Board. She has even chaired the church’s Special Events Committee in the past. She loves
serving her community and using her talent as a speaker and in her music ministry all over the state of Arkansas and
outside of the state as well. She serves as the choir director for Women United for Christ whom she loves working
with. She has a passion for working with churches of all denominations and motivating those around her to a higher
standard of excellence. She was fortunate to work with a team to help write a curriculum for children entitled “The
Arkansas Approach Plan” which was used to educate children about the dangers of alcohol and drug use. Because of
her commitment to helping young people she serves on the Juvenile Drug Court team under the Honorable Judge
Earnest Brown Jr. where she provides clinical recommendations and treatment planning for youth suffering from
substance use or behavioral health disorders . Her ability to work with and motivate youth has enabled her to chair
the Martin Luther King Youth and Young Adult Extravaganza for many years.

Bessie loves spending time with her family, helping people, singing, directing, and volunteering. Her motto is, “If I
can help somebody as I pass along then my living shall not be in vain.”

Bessie Smith Lancelin is the Director of Clinical Services for Southeast Arkansas
Behavioral Healthcare Inc. and is currently the Co interim CEO/ President. She is 
originally from Marianna, Arkansas where her late parents David & Eliza Smith 



Theme:  Fighting Forward in the Race for Equality
“We Must Be Mentally Fit”

N A A C P
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People

Branch #6042
Friday, October 29, 2021

7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Mistress of Ceremony
Mrs. Clarissa Pace, NAACP Drew County Branch #6042 President

Program Musical Prelude
Greetings..................................................................................................................Mrs. Clarissa Pace

NAACP Drew County Branch #6042 President

Welcome............................................................................................................Miss Kamauri Trotter
President, Youth Chapter #67AJ

Negro National Anthem…………………….……………………….…......................Mr. Tim Woods
Saxophonist

Invocation……...…………………………………………………………….Pastor James Yarbrough
Religious Affairs Committee, Chair

Welcome from the City of Monticello ....................................................................Alderman Al Peer

Music……………………………..……………………………..…………………...…Mr. Tim Woods
Saxophonist

Presentation of Honorees ...................................................................................Ms. Sheena Garrard

Non-Profit Organization of the Year
S.A.F.E. Center, Inc. (Southeast Arkansas Financial Education)

Essential Workers in Business 
Paradise Funeral Home

Business of the Year
Mr. Kashif Kincaid

Techknow 123



Outstanding Leadership in Education
Ms. Erin Campbell

Man of the Year in the area of Community Service
Mr. Dale Gilbert

Woman of the Year in the field of Journalism & Communication Arts
Ms. Raya Clay

Introduction of Speaker………………………………………………………Ms. Deaquanita Lancelin

Musical Selection…………………………………………………...…………Ms. Nia Lancelin Brantly

Speaker...................................................................................................................Mrs. Bessie Lancelin
Director of Clinical Services Southeast Arkansas Behavioral Healthcare

Special Presentation & Membership Appeal………………………….....………….Mrs. Lou Lambert
Membership and Lifetime Committee Chair

Remarks ……………………………..………………………………………………….Mrs. Peggy Orr
Freedom Fund Committee Chairperson

Remarks & Acknowledgements……………………………………………………..Mrs. Clarissa Pace
NAACP Drew County Branch #6042 President

Closing Prayer for the Nation .............................................................Apostle Dr. Bernice Jones Cole
Freedom Fund Committee Member

Whirl Wind Ministries Sr. Pastor & Founder



Lift every voice and sing
Till earth and heaven ring

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty
Let our rejoicing rise

High as the listening skies
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun
Let us march on till victory is won

Stony the road we trod
Bitter the chastening rod

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died
Yet with a steady beat

Have not our weary feet
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered

Out from the gloomy past
Till now we stand at last

Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast
God of our weary years
God of our silent tears

Thou who has brought us thus far on the way
Thou who has by Thy might Led us into the light

Keep us forever in the path, we pray
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee
Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee

Shadowed beneath Thy hand
May we forever stand

True to our God
True to our native land

Our native land

Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing



The Freedom Fund Committee 

NAACP Drew County Branch #6042

Present the 2021 Honorees

Non-Profit Organization of the Year
S.A.F.E. Center, Inc. (Southeast Arkansas Financial Education)

Essential Workers  Business Service
Paradise Funeral Home

Business of the Year Techknow 123
Mr. Kashif Kincaid

Outstanding Leadership in Education
Ms. Erin Campbell

Man of the Year  in the  Community Service
Mr. Dale Gilbert

Woman of the Year in the area of  Journalism & Communication Arts
Ms. Raya Clay





It was a vision and a dream of Mr. J. Morrill Gray to
own and operate his own funeral business. At the age of 7
years old he began to collect matchbox cars and have
funeral services with them. His desire as a child grew
stronger and stronger until one day he stopped at 1204 W.
5th Ave. where Mrs. Billie Jean "BJ" Jackson gave him a
start. I will always be appreciative for the opportunity to
work with a passionate and caring woman. Through her
leadership she taught me not only to be friendly and kind;
but how to treat people with compassion and
understanding regardless of how much finance a person
has.

Phone: (870) 536-4801      Fax: (870) 536-4805

The integrity and leadership that Mr. Gray was taught afforded him the opportunity to travel to
several different funeral homes to work in the capacity of business and administration. After
helping other establishments build up their clientele, Mr. Gray decided to start his own future by
fulfilling his childhood dream, and in December 2015 Paradise Funeral Home and Cremation
Service was birthed at 612 West 5th Ave. Pine Bluff, Arkansas.

Paradise Funeral Home

Paradise Funeral Home of Monticello is owned by Mr. James Morrill Gray, President/CEO. The
funeral home was opened in Monticello at this location in 2017. The goal of the funeral home is to
provide the highest professional level of service at the most affordable cost. The funeral home is
dedicated to providing services to families of our local communities as well as nation-wide with
care and compassion. The website offers families the opportunity to plan and provides valuable
information to aid in preparing for the final
moments for their loved ones. Paradise services families in three
locations. Providing excellent service with a personal touch.

“Only Paradise Can Serve You!”
Locations

The Main Office
612 W. 5th Ave.

Pine Bluff, Arkansas

The Second Office
600 HWY 425

Monticello, Arkansas

The Third Office 
206 West Washington

Stuttgart, Arkansas

Essential Workers Business



I knew from an early age that technology was my passion and future. I got my start in the
EAST program at my local high school where I held the role of System Administrator as well as
other duties.

At an early age, I was an active member in my community. Between teaching computer
skills to kindergartners, organizing canned food drives, distributing house shoes to the local
nursing homes, and teaching a senior citizen technology classes, I played a vital role in this area.

TechKnow123 was established in 2012 as a part-time venture. I held a full-time job in the
technology field and worked through TechKnow123 as secondary income.

As TechKnow123 grew and flourished, I felt led by God to focus on my business and walk
in faith by leaving my career in educational technology. This enabled me to put all of my time
and resources into growing this brand into the success that it is today.

TechKnow123 is now a one stop shop for any and all technology needs. TechKnow123
offers network designing and cabling, camera installation, custom audio/video, computer repair,
virus removal, hardware and software upgrades, home automation, consulting, graphic
designing, training courses, network management, and maintenance agreements.

TechKnow123 recently became a state vendor through TIPS/TAPS USA, a Dish Network
integrator, and I am now co-owner of a telecommunication company as well.

I still play an active role in my community by planning and organizing events such as a
Back To School Bash in which two hundred backpacks and school supplies as well as meals and
entertainment were provided to children of the community.

In this, I hope to instill the value of community and love for others to my daughter, Alyse
as many have instilled in me as a young boy. I believe that a strong community is the key to the
success of our young ones and the next generation.

Kashif Kincaid
TechKnow123 is owned and operated by myself, Kashif

Kincaid. I am a resident of Wilmar, Arkansas and a graduate
of Drew Central High School as well as the University of
Arkansas at Monticello.

2021 Business Award 
TechKnow123



from the Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law with a Master of Law in Sports Law and Business.
Erin is currently working on her Doctorate in Educational Leadership at Arkansas State University in
Jonesboro, AR, and should be completed in the spring of 2023. Erin’s dissertation will investigate the
educational experience of high-achieving academic students from low socioeconomic households.
She will explore how those students are able to achieve success by looking through the lenses of social
capital, economic resources, the intangible components of family cohesion, strong community
mentors, and how culture influences their success. Her hopes are that her research will lead to
comprehensive school programs that can close the achievement gaps amongst those students who
come from less fortunate backgrounds.

While at UAPB, Erin was a Division I student-athlete from 2013-2014 and the treasurer for
UAPB’s Student Government Executive Board in 2017. Upon her early graduation in the fall of 2016,
Erin assumed the position of Athletics Marketing and Branding Graduate Assistant for a semester
before leaving for law school. While at Arizona State she served as a student assistant for women’s
basketball and a video coordinator for the softball team.

Following her time at Arizona State, Erin served as the Girl’s Assistant Basketball Coach at
Warren High School and Junior High in 2018-2019. She was the Head Middle School Girls Athletics
Coach (volleyball, basketball, and track) and Assistant High School Girls Basketball while at the Mills
feeder at Pulaski County Special School District in Little Rock, AR (2019-2020). Erin also was the
Head Jr. Girls Basketball Coach at Conway Junior High in 2020-2021. She currently serves as the
Director of Basketball Operations for Arkansas State Women’s Basketball.

Her ultimate goal is to be a college basketball coach and serve the student-athlete population
by empowering them to see beyond the playing surface. Her hopes are to grow GOAT.Ed into a
nationally recognized non-profit that empowers student-athletes through education.

Erin is the daughter of Mr. Willie Campbell and Ms. Kathy
Campbell. She is a native of Monticello, Arkansas, where she is a
member of Pilgrim Rest AME Church. She graduated from
Monticello High School in 2013 where she served as junior and
senior year class president. Erin attended the University of
Arkansas at Pine Bluff and graduated in 2016 with a Bachelor of
Science in Physical Education (Summa Cum Laude). Erin attended
Arizona State University in Phoenix , AZ, and graduated in 2018

Karissa Erin Campbell
Outstanding Leadership in Education



Dale Gilbert is originally from
Hermitage, Arkansas. He moved to
Monticello, Arkansas where he
graduated high school and became a first
generation graduate at The University of
Arkansas at Monticello with a bachelors
of interdisciplinary Studies. Dale is a
member of Phi Beta Sigma fraternity,
Inc. where he has devoted much of his
time to acts of service and giving back to
the community. He has worked for the
Monticello Fire Department where he
began as a volunteer firefighter for 2
years and later became a full-time
firefighter. Recently, he gained a
promotion where he became captain for
the Monticello Fire Department.

Dale Gilbert 
COMMUNITY SERVICE



Raya Clay is an Emmy Award Winning Producer. Raya is originally from
Monticello, Arkansas and a 2011 graduate of Monticello High School. After high
school, Raya attended the University of Arkansas and graduated with a Broadcast
journalism degree in May 2015. In 2020, Raya accepted a Creative Producer role at
ESPN and has produced several sports and shows on the network including MLB,
College Football, SportsCenter, ESPN E60 and Little League World Series to name a
few. In July 2020, Raya won her first Emmy Award for producing the SportsCenter
Special: Hero's, History, and Hope. The special features hero's and inspiring people
from 2020, including Maya Moore, Sue Bird, Alex Smith, Laurent Duvernay-Tardif
and more. It also features a segment on the Black Lives Matter movement.

Raya was also a Producer for the ESPN+ series, “Why Not Us?” which aired
on October 14th 2021. NBA veteran, Chris Paul, is the Executive Producer for the
series. The Why Not Us series highlights the ethos of being a student and student-
athlete at an HBCU. The series spotlights the importance of these remarkable
schools and their people, who have done more with less.

Before ESPN, Raya spent over 3 years at Fox Sports in Charlotte, NC
producing Nascar, College Basketball, NFL, and UFC. She has a passion for sports,
media, and television. Aside from producing, Raya has also interviewed athletes
such as Michael Vick, Kemba Walker, and Dell Curry. Raya is also the developer of
a mobile application called "No Handouts, Just Work" where she sends out daily
motivational words of encouragement and advice to users. In her free time, Raya
enjoys mentoring other young professionals who aspire to have careers in the
media industry. She has a social media audience of over 10,000 people and uses her
platform to motivate, inspire, and encourage others to always chase their dreams.

Journalism & Communication Arts

Raya Clay































"The dead cannot 
cry out for justice. 
It is a duty of the 
living to do so for 

them."
-Lois McMaster 

Bujold.
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Branch 6042























If you haven’t seen us lately, you haven’t seen us!

CITY DRUG David P. Forrest
AGENT

705 Cemetery ST.
Warren, AR 71671
870-226-5757
870-226-6254





Best of luck on your annual
Freedom Fund event



Young’s BBQ LLC

810 Highway 278 East
Monticello, Arkansas 71655

(870) 367-5556
Open Sunday-Friday –Lunch Buffet 

10:30-2:00
Catering available

2021











Your Local Branch At Work



Your Local Branch At Work





Freedom Fund Gala Event 
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